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“The Commission shall con- 
trol and administer the State 
Library ... Mark historic 
sites and houses and secure 
their preservation ... Main- 
tain for the use and infor- 
mation of the members of 
the Legislature, the heads of 
the several State depart- 
ments and other citizens a 
section of the State Library 
for legislative reference and 
information” and to “give 
the members of the Legisia- 
ture such aid and assistance 
in the drafting of bills and 
resolutions as may be asked 
+ «+s Collect materials relating 
to the history of Texas and 
the adjoining States, pre- 
serve, classify, and publish 
the manuscript archives and 
such other matters as it may 
deem proper, diffuse knowl- 


. edge in regard to the history 


of Texas ... Ald and en- 
courage libraries and give 
advice to such persons as 
contemplate the establish- 
ment of public libraries, con- 
duct library institutes and 
encourage library associations 
+ Establish and maintain 
in the State Library a rec- 
ords administration division 
which shall manage all public 
records of the State with the 
consent and co-operation of 
the heads of the warious de- 
partments and institutions.” 
—From Terre statutes. 
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The Texas Rural Library Service Program 


by 
Witt B. Harwell, State Librarian 


The Texas Library and Histori- sis of a formula which takes into 
cal Commission since its inception account the State’s average per 
in 1909 has advocated a more vig- capita income and the national 
orous library extension program. average. Data from which Texas’ 
The Texas Federated Women’s. share is determined appear in the 
Clubs and the Texas Library As-_ table below. 
sociation have also urged the ac- Although Congress, in passing 
eeleration of such a program. the Act, authorized $7,500,000 per 
However, the Library Services year, a Conference Committee rec- 
Act of 1956 offers the first real ommended that the 1957 appro- 
opportunity to make public li- priation be reduced to $2,050,00, 
brary service available to all Tex- with the following explanation: 
ans. Less than the full authorization 

The Act authorized a maximum was recommended because it is 
Federal appropriation of $7,500,- necessary to build up an admin- 
000 annuallv for fiscal year 1957 istrative staff in the Office of 
and each of the next four years Education and the States must 
for payment to the States and take steps to prepare and estab- 
Territories to extend public li- lish cligibility for Federal 
brary services to rural areas, i.e., grants. 
cities with less than 10,000 popu- The fact that the Library Serv- 
lation according to the 1950 cen- ices Division achieved branch 
sus. status within the Office of Educa- 

Each State agency, the Texas tion, plus the speed with which 
State Library bears that responsi- the Federal administrative staff 
bility in Texas, must submit a was built up, is a source of en- 
State plan to the Commissioner of couragement to all State agencies. 
Education for his approval. The Texas State Library might 
(See pp. 116-119 for the specifi- receive the same recognition in a 
cations such a plan must meet.) state where lack of funds has 

The Act provides for a mini- made it impossible to develop a 
mum allotment of $40,000 annual- “going” library extension pro- 
ly to each State whose plan was gram. 
approved plus an allotment from After an October 1, 1956 meet- 
the remainder of the appropria- ing of a TLA advisory committee 
tion based upon each State’s rural (See Texas Libraries November, 
population in relation to the to- 1956) and a regional conference 
tal rural population of the United sponsored by the Office of Educa- 
States. The allotment for each tion in Kansas City, October 29- 
State must be matched on the ba- 31, a plan for the extension of li- 

Percent of 

U.S. Rural 

Population National Average Texas Average Per Federal State 

in Texas Per Capita Income Capita Income Share Share 


5.25 % $1645 $1441 56.2% 43.8% 
JUNE, 1957 113 








brary services to rural areas of 
Texas was submitted to the U. S. 
Commissioner the first week of 
December, 1956. Office of Educa- 
tion approval came on February 
15, 1957 and Texas received its 
basic $40,000 allotment March 1. 

This basic allotment is being 
used by the Texas State Library 
to provide added personnel, travel 
funds for field work, equipment 
and library materials to start the 
program of the Texas Rural Li- 
brary Service. 

To strengthen the Extension 
Division, The State Library and 
Historical Commission confirmed 
the appointment of persons with 
professional training and special- 
ized experience in administration, 
technical processing, adult, young 
people and children services, ex- 
tension and public relations. The 
members of this Texas Rural Li- 
brary Service staff are: 

Bess Ann Motley. Director 
Texas Rural Library Service 


Harold Marburger, Assistant 
Director 
Dorothy Schiwetz, Supervisor 


of Regional Services 

Jo Battle, Director of Regional 
Headquarters 

Ed Felder, Public Relations 

Marie Tongue, Supervisor of 
Book Selection 

The staff began its work on May 
1, 1957. Its accomplishments dur- 
ing the past two months have 
placed Texas near the front 
among the states participating in 
the Library Services Act Pro- 
gram. 

In June 1957, the United States 
Senate concurred with the House 
of Representatives in setting the 
Library Services Act appropria- 
tion for the 1958 fiscal year at 
$5,000,000, which would make 
$191,212 available to Texas at the 
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“cost” of $149,265 in state and 
local matching funds. This figure 
is considerably less than the 
$319,000 grant which would be 
Texas’ share of the maximum 
$7,500,000 appropriation, but is 
sufficient to initiate a state-wide 
public library development pro- 
gram. 

Library leaders consider library 
demonstrations to be the most 
successful method of making peo- 
ple aware of the advantages of 
efficient library services because 
they dramatize the basic concepts 
of library extension: universal 
service, larger units, auxiliary 
services, minimum standards, and 
interlibrary cooperation. 

The Extension Division has 
tentatively divided the state into 
five librarv service areas and has 
formulated a plan—the scope of 
which depends upon future Con- 
gressional Library Services Act 
appropriations—providing for (1) 
one or more multi-county demon- 
stration projects (bookmobile 
demonstrations and _ cooperative 
library service demonstrations) in 
each service area during each of 
the five years of the Act, (2) 
state-wide library extension, i.e., 
workshops, public information, 
and expanded advisory service. 

One Multi-County Bookmobile 
Demonstration will be established 
in each of the five library service 
areas during the 1958 fiscal year. 
At the end of the year the five 
bookmobiles, bookstocks, _librar- 
ians and driver-assistants — will 
move to other multi-county areas. 
This procedure will make it pos- 
sible to demonstrate bookmobile 
service within many Texas coun- 
ties for the first time. 


Each demonstration project will 
emphasize the advantages of 4 
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large library unit, an arrange- 
ment in which each participating 
library retains its individuality 
but benefits from cooperative li- 
brary practices. For instance the 
headquarters staff by performing 
that work which can best be done 
in large volume will permit the 
local librarian to devote more 
time to develop such local services 
as adult and children’s reading 
programs. 

In the PLD Reporter Number 
5, “Cooperative Practices Among 
Public Libraries,” Dr. Robert D. 
leigh defined interlibrary coop- 
eration as “the breaking down 
into its elements the processes 
and operations of a consolidated 
public library system and of se- 
lecting those parts or processes of 
the whole system that can be put 
into operation by voluntary agree- 
ments.” A few areas of library 
cooperation are: 

1. Reciprocal 

leges. 

2. Interlibrary loans 

3. Book evaluation and selec- 

tion plans 

4. Purchase of books and sup- 

plies 

5. Union catalogs 

6. Cataloging and classification 

7. Rotation and exchange of 

materials 

8. Cooperative publicity 

9. Duplication of catalog cards. 
A group of libraries might adopt 
these without each participating 


borrow’s privi- 


library sacrificing its indepen- 
dence. 
This demonstration program 


which the Texas State Library 
envisages would permit exoveri- 
mentation to find, in Dr. Leigh’s 
words, “the most effective way of 
combining large-scale economies 
with local community identifice- 
tion and sense of autonomy.” 
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Thus existing libraries desiring to 
join a regional system, will con- 
tinue with the same Library 

5. Union catalogs 
Board, the same librarian, the 
same books, the same support as 
before. However, by joining the 
Regional System such libraries 
will be strengthened by additional 
books, professional assistance 
from the State Library staff, 
bookmobile services and other ad- 
vantages which result from mem- 
bership in a larger library service 
unit. 

Any group of counties in the 
state may apply for a Regional 
Library Service Demonstration by 
preparing a plan for a coopera- 
tive system of libraries which 
would be submitted to the State 
Librarian. 

An Advisory Committee ap- 
pointed from names suggested by 
Robert M. Trent, T. L. A. Presi- 
dent, in a meeting on October 1, 
1956. formulated plans for using 
the funds made available by the 
Act. Basic criteria for a demon- 
stration which were set up by the 
committee have been incorporated 
in the following standards for 
qualification : 

1. A Region in order to qualify 
for one of the State’s Dem- 
onstration Programs would 
submit a plan showing the 
possibilities for the develop- 
ment of feasible library 
service. 

2. The area should be composed 
of a group of counties hav- 
ing not less than 25,000 
rural population and a tax 
valuation of at least $50,- 
000,000. 

3. The plan would show that 
the area can provide ade- 
quate operational quarters. 
and that the Commissioners 
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Courts of the counties mak- 
ing up the region are willing 
to pass a resolution inviting 


the demonstration. These 
Courts would, (a) name a 
Regional Library Board 


comprised of one member 

avpointed by each Court, 

(b) be willing to appropri- 

ate sufficient funds at the 

end of the demonstration 

period, to maintain the level 

of library service developed 
during the demonstration. 

The demonstration program 

outlined above could provide the 

foundation for a Texas State Li- 

brary System. Texas’ size de- 

mands that between the state and 
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local levels there should be some 
permanent State units, state sup. 
ported divisions or _ regional 
branches located at _ strategic 
points in the state to make State 
Library materials and_ service 
more accessible. Such a_ system 
might be outlined as follows: 


Texas State Library 

State Library Divisions 

Multi-county systems 
Of course such a diagram over. 
simplifies the situation, because 
perhaps in some parts of the State 
an arrangement of this type might 
be impractical. The Texas Li- 
brary Rural Services Program as 
it develops should provide most of 
the answers. 


84TH CONGRESS 


CHAPTER 407 - 2D SESSION — H. R. 2840 


AN ACT 


All 70 Stat. 293. 


To promote the further develop- 
ment of public library service 
in rural areas. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Con- 
aress assembled, That this Act 
may be cited as the “Library 
Services Act.” 


DECLARATION OF POLICY 

SEc. 2. (a) It is the purpose of 
this Act to promote the further 
extension by the several States of 
public library services to rural 
areas without such services or 
with inadequate services. 

(b) The provisions of this Act 
shall not be so construed as to in- 
terfere with State and local ini- 
tiative and responsibility in the 
conduct of public library services. 
The administration of public li- 
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braries, the selection of personnel 
and library books and materials, 
and, insofar as consistent with the 
purposes of this Act, the determi- 
nation of the best uses of the 
funds provided under this Aet 
shall be reserved to the States and 
their local subdivisions. 


AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS 

Sec. 3. There is hereby author- 
ized to be appropriated for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1957, 
and for each of the four succeed- 
ing fiscal years the sum of $7, 
500,000 which shall be used for 
making payments to States which 
have submitted and had approved 
by the Commissioner of Education 
(hereinafter referred to as _ the 
Commissioner) State plans for 
the further extension of public li- 
brary services to rural areas with- 
out such services, or with inade- 
quate services. 
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ALLOTMENTS TO STATES 

Sec. 4. (a) From the sums ap- 
propriated pursuant to section 3 
for each fiscal year, the Commis- 
sioner shall allot $10,000 to the 
Virgin Islands and $40,C00 to each 
of the other States, and shall allot 
to each State such part of the re- 
mainder of such sums as the rural 
population of the State bears to 
the rural population of the United 
States, according to the most re- 
cent. decennial census. 

(b) The amount of any allot- 
ment to a State under subsection 
(a) for any fiscal year remainine 
unpaid to such State at the end of 
such fiscal year shall be available 
for payment to such State under 
section 6 until the end of the suc- 
ceeding fiscal year. No payment 
toa State under section 6 shall be 
made out of its allotment for any 
fiscal year until its allotment for 
the preceding fiscal year has been 
exhausted or has ceased to be 
available. 

STATE PLANS 

Sec. 5. (a) To be approved un- 
der this section, a State plan for 
the further extension of public li- 
brarv services to rural areas 
must— 

(1) provide for the adminis- 
tration, or supervision of the 
administration, of the plan by 
the State library administrative 
agency, and provide that such 
egencv will have adequate au- 
thority under State law to ad- 
minister this plan in accordance 
ance with its provisions and 
the provisions of this Act; 

(2) provide for the receipt 
by the State treasurer (or, if 
there be no State treasurer. the 
officer exercising similar func- 
tions for the State) of all funds 
paid to the State pursuant to 
this Act and for the proper 
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safeguarding of such funds by 
such officer, provide that such 
funds shall be expended solely 
for the purposes for which paid, 
and provide for the repayment 
by the State to the United 

States of any such funds lost or 

diverted from the purposes for 

which paid; 

(3) provide policies and 
methods of administration to 
be followed in using any funds 
made available for expenditure 
under the State plan. which 
palicies and methods the State 
library administrative agency 
certifies will in its judgment as- 
sure use of such funds to max- 
imum advantage in the further 
extension of public library serv- 
ices to rural areas without such 
services or with inadequate 
services; 

(4) provide that the State 
library administrative agency 
will make such reports as to 
categories of expenditures made 
under this Act, as the Commis- 
sioner may from time to time 
reasonably require; and 

(5) provide that any library 
services furnished under the 
plan shall be made available 
free of charge under regula- 
tions prescribed by the State 
librarv administrative agency. 
(b) The Commissioner shall 

approve any plan which fulfills 
the conditions specified in subsec- 
tion (a) of this section. 

(c) The _ determination of 
whether library services are in- 
adequate in any area within any 
State shall be made by the State 
library administrative agency of 
such State. 

PAYMENTS TO STATES 
Conditions. 

SEc. 6. (a) From the allot- 

ments available therefor under 
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section 4, the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall from time to time 
pay to each State which has a 
plan approved under section 5 an 
amount computed as provided in 
subsection (b) of this section, 
equal to the Federal share of the 
total sums expended by the State 
and its political subdivisions un- 
der such plan during the period 
for which such payment was 
made, except that no payments 
shall be made to any State from 
its allotment for any fiscal year 
unless and until the Commission- 
er finds that (1) there will be 
available for expenditure under 
the plan from State or local 
sources during the fiscal year for 
which the allotment is made (A) 
sums sufficient to enable the State 
to receive under this section pay- 
ments in an amount not less than 
$10,000 in the case of the Virgin 
Island and $40,000 in the case of 
any other State, and (B) not less 
than the total amount actually ex- 
pended, in the areas covered by 
the plan for such year, for public 
library services from such sources 
in the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1956, and (2) there will be avail- 
able for expenditure for public li- 
brary services from State sources 
during the fiscal vear for which 
the allotment is made not less than 
the total amount actually ex- 
pended for public library services 
from such sources in the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1956. 
Estimation. 

(b) The Commissioner shall 
from time to time. but not less oft- 
en than semiannually, and prior to 
the period for which a payment is 
to be made, estimate the amount, 
within the balance of the allot- 
ments for each State, which may 
be necessary to pay the Federal 
share of the total expenditures 
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for carrying out the approved 
State plan for such period. The 
Commissioner shall certify to the 
Secretary of the Treasury the 
amount so determined, reduced or 
increased as the case may be by 
the amount by which he finds that 
his estimate for any prior period 
was greater or less than the 
amount which should have been 
paid to the State for such period. 
The Secretary of the Treasury 
shall thereupon, prior to audit or 
settlement by the General Ac. 
counting Office, pay to the State, 
at the time or times fixed by the 
Commissioner, the amount so cer- 


tified. 
“Federal Share.” 

(c) For the purposes of this 
section the “Federal share” for 
any State shall be 100 per centum 
less the State percentage and the 
State percentage shall be that 
percentage which bears the same 
ratio to 50 per centum as the per 
capita income of such State bears 
to the per capita income of the 
continental United States (ex- 
cluding Alaska), except that (1) 
the Federal share shall in no case 
be more than 66 per centum or 
less than 33 per centum, and (2) 
the Federal share for Hawaii shall 
be 50 per centum and for Alaska, 
Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Is- 
lands shall be 66 per centum. 

Promulgation. 

(d) The “Federal share” for 
each State shall be promulgated 
by the Commissioner between 
July 1 and August 31 of each 
even-numbered year, on the basis 
of the average of the per capita 
incomes of the States and of the 
continental United States (ex 
cluding Alaska) for the three 
most recent consecutive years for 
which satisfactory data are avail- 
able from the Department of Com- 
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merce. Such promulgation shall 
be conclusive for each of the two 
fiscal years in the period begin- 
ning July 1 next succeeding such 
promulgation: Provided, That the 
Commissioner shall promulgate 
such percentages as soon as pos- 
sible after the enactment of this 
Act to be effective until July 1, 
1957. 
Restriction. 

(e) No portion of any money 
paid to a State under this Act 
shall be applied, directly or indi- 
rectly, to the purchase or erection 
of any building or buildings, or 
for the purchase of any land. 

(f) No portion of any money 
paid to a State under this Act 
shall be used, directly or indirect- 
ly, to provide or improve library 
services in any area other than a 
rural area; except that nothing 
contained herein shall be con- 
strued to prohibit the utilization 
of such money by public libraries 
in nonrural areas for the exclu- 
sive purpose of extending public 
library services to rural areas, if 
such utilization has been provided 
for in an approved State plan 
covering the areas affected. 


WITHHOLDING 


Sec. 7. If the Commissioner 
finds after reasonable notice and 
opportunity for hearing to the 
State agency administering or su- 
pervising the administration of 
the State plan approved under 
this Act, that the State plan has 
been so changed that it no longer 
complies with the requirements of 
this Act or that in the administra- 
tion of the plan there is a failure 
to comply substantially with the 
Provisions required to be included 
in the plan, he shall notify such 
State agency that further pay- 
ments will not be made to the 
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State under this Act until he is 
satisfied that there is no longer 
any such failure to comply. Until 
he is so satisfied, he shall make no 
further certification to the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury with respect 
to such State: Provided, That any 
State or State agency is entitled 
to judicial review in the United 
States District Court wherein the 
State or State agency is located 
of any such withholding determi- 
nation in accordance with appli- 
cable provisions of the Admin- 
istrative Procedures Act. 


ADMINISTRATION 

SEc. 8. (a) The Commissioner 
shall administer this Act under 
the supervision and direction of 
the Secretary of Health, Educa- 
tion, and Welfare, and shall, with 
the approval of the Secretary, pre- 
scribe such regulations as may be 
necessary for the administration 
of this Act. 

(b) The Commissioner is also 
authorized to make such studies, 
investigations, and reports as may 
be necessary or appropriate to 
carry out the purposes of this Act, 
including periodic reports for 
public distribution as to the val- 
ues, methods, and results of var- 
ious State demonstrations of pub- 
lic library services in rural areas 
undertaken under this Act. 

Administrative Appropriations 

(c) There are hereby author- 
ized to be appropriated for ex- 
penses of administration such 
sums as may be necessary to carry 
out the functions of the Secretary 
and the Commissioner under this 


Act. 
DEFINITIONS 
SEc. 9. For the purposes of this 
Act— 
(a) The term “State” means a 
State, Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto 
Rico, or the Virgin Islands; 
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(b) The term “State library 
administrative agency” means the 
official State agency charged by 
State law with the extension and 
development of public library 
services throughout the State; 


(c) The term “public library” 
means a library that serves free 
all residents of a community, dis- 
trict, or region, and receives its 





financial support in whole or in 
part from public funds; 

(d) The term “Secretary” 
means the Secretary of Health, 
Education, and Welfare; and 

(e) The term “rural area” does 
not include an incorporated or un- 
incorporated town having a pop- 
ulation of more than ten thousand 


Persons. 4 »yroved June 19, 1956, 


Texas State Plan For Furher Extension Of Public 
Library Services To Rural Areas, 1957 


The State library administra- 
tive agency of Texas hereby sub- 
mits its State plan for the further 
extension of public library serv- 
ices to rural areas without such 
services or with inadequate serv- 
ices, as provided for in Public 
Law 597, 84th Congress, 2d Ses- 
sion, as amended. 

1.0. The State Agency 

1.1. Name of State Agency. The 
legal names of the State li- 
brary administrative agency, 
defined in section 9 (b) of 
the Library Services Act, is: 
Texas Library and Historical 


Commisssion 
1.2. Official title of Officer. The 
official title(s) of the offi- 


cer(s) of the State agency 
authorized to submit plan 
material is: 

State Librarian 
Authority. Following is a 
brief description (with perti- 
nent State laws or opinions 
attached or cited) of the le- 
gal authority of the State 
agency to carry out the State 
plan with particular refer- 
ence to: 
(a) The 


1.2. 


authority of the 


State agency to extend 





and develop public li- 
brary services through- 
out the State. 

Vernon’s Ann. Rev. Civ. 
Tex. Stats. (1925, as 
amended through 1953.) 
Art. 5436. 5602-3. Pow- 
ers and duties of the 
Commission 


... It shall give advice to 
such persons as contem- 
plate the esatblishment 
of public libraries, in re- 
gard to such matters as 
the maintenance of pub- 
lic libraries, selection of 
books, cataloging and li- 
brary management. The 
Commission shall  con- 
duct library institutes 
and encourage library 
associations. 

Art. 5441. 5606. Duties 
of Librarian 

... He shall ascertain the 
condition of all public li- 
braries in this State and 
report the results to the 
Commission. He igs av- 
thorized in his discretion 
to withhold from librar- 
ies refusing or neglecting 
to furnish their annual 
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(b) 


reports or such other in- 
formation as he may re- 
quest, public documents 
furnished the Commis- 
sion for distribution, or 
interlibrary loans desired 
by such libraries. 

Art. 1686. Report of the 
librarian 

The librarian of each 
county library shall, on 
or before the first day of 
October in each year, re- 
port to the Commission- 
court and to the State 
Librarian the operation 
of the county library 
during the year ending 
August 31st preceding. 
Such report shall be 
made on blanks furnish- 
ed by the State Librar- 
ian, and shall contain a 
statement of the condi- 
tion of the library, its 
operation during the 
vear, and such financial 
and book statistics as 
are kent in well regu- 
lated libraries. 

The authority of the 
State agency to receive 
and spend the Federal 
grant. 

Vernon’s Ann. Rev. Civ. 
Tex. Stats. (1925 as 
amended) 

Art. 5436 (a) Powers 
and Duties of Commis- 
sion 

The Commission is au- 
thorized and empowered 
to purchase within the 
limits of the annual ap- 
propriation allowed by 
Act of the Legislature 
from time to time suit- 
able books, picture, etc., 
the same to be the pror- 
erty of the State. The 


JUNE, 1957 


(c) 


Commission shall have 
power and authority to 
receive donations or 
gifts of money or prop- 
erty upon such terms and 
conditions as it may 
deem proper; provided, 
no financial liability is 
thereby entailed upon 
the State. It shall give 
advice to such persons 
as contemplate the estab- 
lishment of public librar- 
ies, in regard to such 
matters as the mainte- 
nance of public libraries, 
selection of books, cata- 
loging and library man- 
agemen?. The Commis- 
sion shall conduct library 
institutes and encourage 
library associations. 

Tex. Gen. and Spec. Laws. 


(1955) [H.B. 140, 54th 
Leg., 1955] 

Chap. 519, Art. VI, Sec. 
24, p. 1953. Federal 
funds appropriated for 
use. 


Any funds received by 
the agencies of the State 
named in this Act from 
the United States Gov- 
ernment are hereby ap- 
propriated to such agen- 
cies for the purpose for 
which the federal grant, 
allocation, aid, or pay- 
ment was made, subject 
to the provisions of this 
Act. 

The appropriation of 
State funds available for 
expenditure under the 
plan. 

Tex. Gen. and Spec. Laws. 


(1955) Chap. 519, pp. 
1477-1478. 

General Appropriation 
Bill 
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(d) If any part of the pro- 


gram is to be adminis- 
tered by local agencies, 
the authority of the 
State agency to supervise 
this administration of 
this part of the plan. 
The State agency will 
supervise the adminis- 
tration of the plan. No 
part of the program will 
be administered by local 
agencies. 


1.4 Organization and Responsi- 
bility of the State Agency. 
(a) Following are the units 


of the State library 

agency involved in the 

library extension  pro- 
gram, and their perti- 
nent functions: 

Administration: 

Texas Library and 
Historical Commission 
State Librarian 
Assistant State  Li- 
brarian 

Extension Division: 

1. To advise persons 
who contemplate the 
establishment of pub- 
lic libraries, in re- 
gard to such matters 
as maintenance, and 
administration. 

2. To maintain collec- 
tion of professional 
material. 

3. To conduct library in- 
stitutes and  work- 
shops. 

4. To supervise the loan 
of book collections to 
public libraries. 

5. To prepare monthly 
periodical, Texas Li- 
braries. 

Loan and General Refer- 

ence Diviion: 

1. To loan books to li- 

















braries and 

uals 

2. Reference center. 

3. To render a state. 
wide service to the 
blind—Talking Books 
and Braille. 

Processing Division: 

1. To prepare materials 
for library use. 

2. Assistant Director 
catalogs Extension 
material. 

1.4 (b) Following or appended 
is an outline of the or. 
ganizational structure of 
units of the State agency 
involved in the library 
extension program, indi- 
cating the lines of av- 
thority within the agen- 
cy and tracing the av- 
thority of the agency 
back to the highest level 
of State authority. 





individ. 














2.2 













Texas Library and 
Historical Commission 






State Librarian 






Assistant 
State Librarian 


Dir. of Processing 


Loan & Gen. Ref. Dir. of 
Librarian Extension 
Asst. Dir. of 
Processing 


1.4 (c) Local agencies, if any, 
which will administer 
some or all of the State 
plan, are described a 
follows (Include mannet 
in which local agency aé- 
ministration will be sv- 
pervised by the State 
agency.) : 
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2.0 
2.1 


2.2 


The Texas State Library 

will be solely responsible 

for the disbursement of 

all funds under this plan. 
Fiscal Provisions 
The legal title and official ad- 
dress of the State treasurer 
(or officer exercising similar 
functions for the State if 
there be no State treasurer) 
who will receive Federal 
funds is: 

State Treasurer 

State Capitol, 

Austin 11, Texas 


The legal authority of the 
State Treasurer to receive 
and disburse Federal funds is 
as follows (Quote or attach 
State law governing such au- 
thority.) : 

Vernon’s Ann. Rev. Civ. Tex. 
Stats. (1925) 

Art. 4368, 4364, 2240 Bond: 
Special bond for Federal 
Funds 

The State Treasurer shall, 
within twenty (20) days 
after he shall have received 
notice of his election, and be- 
fore he enters upon the duties 
of his office, give a bond pay- 
able to and to be approved by 
the Governor, in the sum of 
Seventy Thousand Dollars 
($70,000) with a good and 
solvent surety company au- 
thorized to do business in this 
State, conditioned that he will 
faithfully execute the duties 
of his office. All expense nec- 
essary and incident to the ex- 
ecution of such bond shall be 
paid by the State by appro- 
priation. In addition to the 
above the State Treasurer 
shall make and enter into any 
special bond as may be re- 
quired by an Act of Congress 
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or by any Federal depart- 
ment or official to protect any 
and all Federal funds which 
shall have been secured or 
which may hereafter be re- 
ceived by the State of Texas 
from the Federal Govern- 
ment and deposited with the 
State Treasurer. Said bond 
shall be in such sum and con- 
ditioned and approved as may 
be prescribed by the Act of 
Congress or such department 
or official aforesaid. Said 
bond shall be a special bond, 
and shall be in addition to 
the official bond hereinabove 
required, and each of said 
bonds shall be separate and 
distinct contracts and obliga- 
tions, and the liability under 
each of said bonds shall be 
separate and distinct obliga- 
tions. All expense necessary 
and incident to the execution 
of such special bond shall be 
paid as in the Act of Congress 
may be provided or by appro 
priation made by the Legisla- 
ture of Texas for such pur- 
oses. 

Art. 4371, 4368, 2855. Money 
paid out, how. 

The Treasurer shall counter- 
sign and pay all warrants 
drawn by the Comptroller on 
the Treasury which are au- 
thorized by law. No money 
shall be paid out of the Treas- 
ury except on the warrants 
of the Comptroller, and no 
warrant shall be paid by the 
Treasurer unless presented 
for payment within two 
years from the close of the 
fiscal year in which such 
warrant was_ issued, but 
claims for the payment of 
such warrants may be pre- 
sented to the Legislature for 
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2.3 


2.4 


2.5 


2.6 


2.7 
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appropriation to be made 
from which such claims may 
be paid. 

State law and practice pro- 
vided as follows for the re- 
ceipt, safeguarding, and ac- 
counting for Federal funds 
which are received by the 
State: 


See 2.2 Vernon’s Ann. Rev. 
Civ. Tex. Stats. (1925) 
Art. 4368. 


Vernon’s Ann. Rev. Civ. Tex. 
Stats. (1925) 
Art. 4344 
(Comptroller) 
... Among other duties the 
Comrtroller shall: 

13. Keep and state all ac- 
counts between this State 
and the United States. 

Federal funds received by 
the State will be deposited as 
follows: 
The Federal funds received 
by the State of Texas under 
the Library Services Act will 
be deposited in the vaults of 
the State treasury and thus 
will not earn interest. 


The officer in the State who 
will requisition and approve 
the expenditure of any funds 
under the approved State 
plan is: 

State Librarian 

State Capitol, 

Austin 11, Texas 
The officer in the State who 
will certify the payment of 
any funds under the plan 
prior to disbursement is: 

Comptroller of Public 

Accounts 

State Capitol, 

Austin 11, Texas 
The extent to which local of- 
ficials will be responsible for 
the disbursement of funds 


Certain duties 


2.8 


2.9 


under the approved plan is as 
follows: 

The Texas State Library will 
be solely responsible for the 
disbursement of all funds un- 
der this plan. 

The following fiscal terms if 
used in State fiscal regula- 
tions and practice are defined 
and interpreted as follows: 
Encumbrance means: A pro- 
posed expenditure, evidenced 
by a contract or purchase or- 
der, or determined by admin- 
istrative action. 

Obligation means: Any kind 
of indebtedness. An encum- 
brance or liability. 
Disbursement means: Pay- 
ment in currency or by 
check. The term is not sy- 
nonymous with expenditure. 
Expenditure means: The in- 
curring of a liability, the pay- 





ment or cash, or the transfer ! 


of property for the purpose 
of acquiring an asset or serv- 
ice of settling a loss. The 
amount of cash or property 
paid or to be paid for an ex- 
pense incurred, or an asset 
purchased. Any cost the ben- 
efits of which may extend 
beyond the current account- 
ing period. 


The fiscal years for State and 
local units participating in 
the plan are as follows: 


State: September 1 to August | 


31 
Participating local units: 


2.10 State law or regulation pro- 


vides as follows with regard 
to allocation of expenditures 
to different fiscal years when 
obligations carry from one 
fiscal year to another: 
Vernon’s Ann. Rev. Civ. Tex. 
Stats. (1925) 
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Art. 4371, 4368, 2855 Money 
paid out, how 

The Treasurer shall counter- 
sign and pay all warrants 
drawn by the Comptroller on 
the Treasury which are au- 
thorized by law. No money 
shall be paid out of the Treas- 
ury except on the warrants 
of the Comptroller, and no 
warrant shall be paid by the 
Treasury unless_ presented 
for payment within two 
vears from the close of the 
fiscal year in which such 
warrant was_ issued, but 
claims for the payment of 
such warrants may be pre- 
sented to the Legislature for 
appropriation to be made 
from which such claims may 
be paid. 
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showing receipts and dis- 
bursements under the apv- 
proved State plan will be 
maintained by the following 
agency: 

Comptroller of Public 

Accounts 

State Capitol, 

Austin 11, Texas 


212 The various fiscal documents 
which will verify the infor- 
mation shown in the official 
State accounts will be located 
as follows: 

State Treasurer 

State Capitol, 

Austin 11, Texas 
Comptroller of Public 
Accounts 

State Capitol. 

Austin 11, Texas 

2.13 Expenditures bv the State 
agency under the approved 
State plan will be audited by 
the State auditors as follows: 
Books and records of the 
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State Library are audited by 
The State Auditor at least 
once every two years. Ac- 
counting records are checked 
in detail and verified by rec- 
ords in the office of the Comp- 
troller. General office proce- 
dures are studied and changes 
recommended when it ap- 
pears that more efficiency and 
better economy may be ob- 
tained. All reports call at- 
tention to any funds which in 
the opinion of the State Audi- 
tor, have not been expended 
in accordance to the law. 


2.14 Local agencies participating 


3.0 


3.1 


in the State plan will be sub- 
ject to audit or review by 
State auditors or examiners 
as follows: 

Present plans designate the 
Texas State Library as the 
agent responsible for dis- 
bursire all funds. 


Pelicies and Methods of Ad- 
ministration. 


General Aims and Policies of 
The Pian. Following are the 
general aims and_ policies 
which will in the judgment of 
the State library administra- 
tive agency assure the use of 
funds under the State plan to 
maximum advantage in the 
further extension of public 
library services to rural areas 
without such services or with 
inadequate services: 

With few exceptions all areas 
in the State of Texas defined 
as rural by the Library Serv- 
ices Act offer inadequate 
service according to any set 
of standards, especially those 
recently established by the 
American Library Associa- 
tion. A comparison of the 
annual report data and the 
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3.2 
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ALA standards will provide 
the ultimate goal. 

Under the provisions of the 
Act, the Texas State Library 
will seek to extend and im- 
prove librarv service in rural 
areas of Texas by demon- 
strating (a) the benefits of 
library service, (b) the ad- 
vantages of large library 
units, and (c) the choices the 
State Library Law offers jur- 
isdictions in their efforts to 
realize library service. 


Methods of Administering 
the Plan. The following is a 
description of the types of 
extension activities and serv- 
ices to be undertaken by the 
State agency and the meth- 
ods to be used in carrying 
them out: 
Strenghten the State Agency 
through the creation of a new 
organization to supplement 
the present extension serv- 
ices. 
In the event that funds other 
than the basic allocation be- 
come available, the Commit- 
tee recommends the estab- 
lishment of demonstration 
services with emphasis upon 
larger units of service and 
upon the criteria listed be- 
low: 

1. The demonstration area 
must contain not less than 
25,000 rural population. 

2. The tax evaluation of the 
area must be at least $50,- 
000,000; and/or sufficient 
to provide $1 per capita 
of library support at the 
prevailing tax rate of 10 
cents per hundred. 

3. Demonstration must cov- 
er a feasible library serv- 
ice area. 


4.0 
4.1 


4.2 


4.3 


5.0 
5.1 


4. The demonstration area 
must provide adequate op- 
erational quarters and fa- 
cilities (including heat, 
light, water, etc.) 

5. Demonstration will be 
conducted only upon the 
invitation of Commission- 
ers Courts of the counties 
‘included within the pro- 
posed demonstration area. 

Reports, etc. 


Reports. It is agreed that the 
State library administrative 
agency will make such re- 
ports as to categories of ex- 
penditures as the Commis- 
sioner may from time to time 
reasonably require. 

Promise to Repay. It is 
agreed that the funds paid 
under the Act shall be ex- 
pended solely for the purpose 
for which paid and the State 
will repay to the United 
States any funds which have 
been lost or diverted from 
the purposes for which paid. 
Free Public Library Services. 
All library services furnished 
under the plan are required, 
by regulation of the State 
agency, to be available free 
of charge to all members of 
the community, district, or 
region served. 

The State Program and Bud- 
aet for the Fiscal Year 
Program for the Fiscal Year. 
Following is a description of 
the program by projects des- 
ignating the rural areas to be 


served for the fiscal year 
1957. 
Project I. 


Appoint, as Director of Ex- 
tension Services, a_ well 
trained and experienced pro- 
fessional person of stature. 
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Appoint, as Assistant, a per- 
son qualified to carry out a 
program of public relations; 
both with  citizens-at-large 
and with legislators. Appoint, 
as Administrative Assistant, 
a professional person quali- 
fied to work with other li- 
brarians and with citizens 
groups in the organization 
and improvement of library 
services. It is presupposed 


that this person would super- 
vise work in the field when/ 
if other field workers may be 
added to the staff. These sug- 
gestions are predicated upon 
the assumption that the pres- 
ent extension personnel will 
work closely with the new or- 
ganization and that appro- 


priate clerical and_ steno- 
graphic assistance will be 
provided. 


Texas Tech Workshop, 1957 


The second of a series of work- 
shops was held at Texas Techno- 
logical College June 10-14 with 
fourteen librarians completing the 
workshop. The workshop was un- 
der the direction of Mr. R. C. 
Janeway, Librarian of Texas 
Technological College with Miss 
Jo Battle, Director of Regional 
Headquarters, Texas State Li- 
brary, as instructor. 

The workshop was designed to 
give training in classification and 
cataloging as needed in the small 
public library. The HANDBOOK 
FOR SMALL PUBLIC LIBRARIES pub- 
lished by the Extension Division 
of the Texas State Library, was 
used as a textbook. . 

The basis of classification was 
given, library terminology, and 
the need for uniform and con- 
sistent cataloging was _ taught. 
The participants classified and 
cataloged twenty books as well as 
learned basic Dewey numbers. 

Instruction was given’ each 
morning from 8:30-11:30, and 
laboratory was each afternoon 
from 1:00-4:00. The participants 
brought their copies of SEARS 
List OF SUBJECT HEADINGS and 
DEWEY CLASSIFICATION, and cop- 
ies were available for sale for 
those desiring newer editions. 
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Training in solving reference 
problems and questions, and the 
use of reference books and tools 
needed in the small public library 
was given last year. Those at- 
tending this year requested that 
book selection be offered next 
year and those not attending the 
first workshop requested that ref- 
erence be repeated. Plans for a 
two weeks workshop to be held at 
Texas Tech are being made for 
the summer of 1958 with book se- 
lection being offered for one week 
and reference being offered the 
other week. It is hoped that other 
parts of the state will also coop- 
erate with the Extension Division 
of the State Library thereby mak- 
ing more workshops available for 
those desiring them. 

Although no college recogni- 
tion can be given for this work, 
the workshops are recognized by 
the State Board of Library Ex- 
aminers. 

Those attending the workshop 
were Mrs. Gwen- *Alcorn and 
Mrs. Cora *Heath, Andrews Coun- 
ty Library, Andrews; Mrs. Lady 
M. *Bryant, McLean Public Li- 
brary, McLean; Mrs. W. C. Cart- 
wright, Midland High School, 
Midland; Mrs. Boyd Dozier and 
Miss Susan Rhodes, Federation 
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Library, Colorado City; Mrs. R. 
G. Goree, Navasota Public Li- 
brary, Navasota; Mrs. John *Har- 
vey, Crosbyton; Mrs. Cecil King, 
Fort Stockton Public Library, 


*Attended the workshop on ref- 


erence held at Texas Technologi- 
cal College in 1956. 


ig History 


Fort Stockton; Mrs. Gladys Leeth, 
High School, Dimmitt; Mrs. C. R. 
*Legrande, Winkler County Li. 
brary, Kermit; Mrs. Ruby Mark, 
Crane County Library, Crane; 
Mrs. Tom O’Donnell, Burnet 
County Library, Burnet; and Mrs. 
Mildred Perdue, 
Library, Dumas. 


James Bowie's Fight With The Tahuacanos 


No. 3. JAMES BOWIE TO THE 
POLITICAL CHIEF OF BEXAR 

Agreeably to your Lordship’s 
request I have the honor to report 
to you the result of my expedition 
from here to the San Saba. 

Information received through 
different channels in relation to 
that section of the country, for- 
merly occupied by Mexican citi- 
zens and now in the hands of sev- 
eral hostile Indian Tribes, in- 
duced me to get up that expedition 
expecting that some benefit might 
result therefrom both to the com- 
munity and myself. But, as my 
intentions were known and ap- 
proved by Your Lordship previous 
to my departure, I deem it useless 
to enter into these particulars. 

I left this city on the 2nd of 
November last in company with 
my brother Reazin Bowie, 8 men, 
and a boy. Wishing to examine 
the nature of this country, my 
progress was very slow. On the 
19th we met two Comanches and 
one Mexican captive (the last act- 
ing as interpreter) at about 7 
miles N.W. of the Llano River on 
the road known as “de la Ban- 
dera.” The Indians, after having 
asked me several questions in re- 
gard to the feelings of the Mex- 
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icans toward the Comanches and 
receiving an assurance on my 
part that they entertained the 
best disposition toward all the 
peaceable Indians, told me that 
their friends were driving to San 
Antonio several horses stolen at 
Goliad, I promised them that they 
would be protected, and they con- 
tinued on their way to the city to 
deliver the said horses to the 
proper owners or authority. On 
the following day at sunrise we 
were overtaken by the captive 
who informed us that 124 Tahua- 
canos were on our trail, and at 
the same time showed us _ the 
medal received this year by his 
captain from the authority of this 
city, which was sent to us to prove 
that the messenger was reliable. 
We then were apprised that the 
Tahuacanos had the day before 
visited the camping ground of 
the Comanches and told them that 
they were following us to kill us 
at any cost. Ysayune, (such was 
the name of the Comanche Cap- 
tain) after having been apprised 
of the determination of the sav- 
ages, tried first to induce them to 
desist from the prosecution of 
their intention, insisting that they 
should not take our lives; he even 
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said if they would attack us he 
would “be mad” with them; but 
they separated dissatisfied with 
each other. Ysayune sent us word 
that if we would come back he 
would do all he could to assist us, 
but that he had only 16 men un- 
der his command and thought that 
we could defend ourselves against 
the enemy by taking position on 
a hill covered with underbrush, 
which the captive was ordered to 
show us, adding that the houses 
on the San Saba were close by. 
We did not follow the Comanche’s 
advice, thinking that we could 
reach our destination, as we did, 
before the enemy overtook us. But 
once arrived we could not find the 
houses, and the ground upon the 
San Saba offering no position for 
our protection, we went about 
three miles to the north of the 
river, and there selected a grove 
therein to encamp for the night. 
There was a smaller grove about 
50 varas from the camp which I 
caused to be occupied by three 
men to prevent the enemy from 
taking possession of it and having 
an advantage over us; however, 
we passed the night without being 
disturbed. 

On the 21st at 8 o’clock a.m. we 
were about to leave our camp 
when we saw a large body of In- 
dians close upon us, and at a dis- 
tance of about 200 varas several 
of them shouted in English, “How 
do you do? How are you How 
are you?” We soon knew by their 
skins that they had among them 
some Caddos and we made signs 
for them to send a man to inform 
us of their intentions. At the 
same time we saw that the Indian 
who was ahead and on horseback 
showed us a scalp. Immediately 
after which they discharged 
against our camp ten or twelve 
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gunshots without effect. At the 
arrival of the Indians my brother 
repaired with his two men to the 
smaller Grove which was between 
the Indians and our camp; but 
when I saw that most of them 
were withdrawing and sheltering 
themselves behind a hill about 100 
varas N.E. of our position, expect- 
‘ing that they would attack us in a 
body from that direction, I went 
to tell my brother to come back 
and on our return Mr. Buchanan 
was shot and had his leg broken. 
We had scarcely joined our camp 
when, as I expected, the Indians 
came from behind the hill to dis- 
lodge us. But as the foremost 
men fell, and among them the one 
who seemed to be the leader, they 
busied themselves in removing 
the dead. For this reason they 
had to come closer and fight sharp- 
ly which cost the lives of more of 
them. This contest lasted about 
15 minutes: but when they per- 
ceived that they could not enter 
our camp, they retreated to shel- 
ter themselves behind the hill and 
surrounding timber, from which 
they commerced firing upon us 
from every direction. While we 
were thus engaged, 15 Indians, 
who from the report of their fire 
seemed to be armed with rifles, 
concealed themselves behind some 
oaks iin a valley about 60 varas to 
the Northwest. This enemy was 
the hardest to contend with, and 
two more of our men and several 
horses were wounded. 

At about 11 o’clock a.m., seeing 
that they could not dislodge us 
with their firearms, they set fire 
to the prairie to burn us or oblige 
us to leave and abandon our camp. 
As soon as the prairie was on fire 
they shouted, expecting that the 
stratagem would be successful, in- 
asmuch as they advanced under 
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the protection of the smoke to the 
position they had first been 
obliged to abandon. But when the 
fire reached the valley it died 
away. 

Thinking that the seige would 
be protracted, we employed Gon- 
zales and the Boy Charles in mak- 
ing a breastwork with whatever 
they could lay their hands upon, 
such as boughs and our property: 
from that moment until 4 o’clock 
the firing slackened gradually, and 
the Indians withdrew to a consid- 
erable distance. But the wind 
having shifted from the S.W. to 
the N.W. the Indians again set 
fire to the prairie, and the confla- 
gration reached our camp, but 
after a good deal of work, tearing 
the grass, and using our bearskins 
and blankets, we saved the great- 
er part of our animals and prop- 
erty. We expected the enemy to 
attack furiously under the pro- 
tection of the smoke and attempt 
to penetrate our camp. But the 
greater part of them withdrew to 
get water at a pond about half a 
mile from the battlefield and 
those who remained kept up firing 
and removng the dead, which 
seemed to be their purpose, and 
did not withdraw until 6:30 o’- 
clock p.m. when the battle was 
brought to an end. After 7 o’clock 
one single shot was fired at one of 
our men who went out to get 
water. At 12 o’clock the discharg2 
of a gun was heard in their camp, 
but we knew not the cause of it. 

We had agreed to attack the 
enemy when they were asleep, but 
when we reflected that we had 
only 6 men able to use their arms 
and that the wounded would re- 
main unprotected, we thought it 
more advisable to remain in our 
camp which we had already forti- 
fied with stones and timber suffi- 
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cient to resist an attack. On the 
22nd at about 5 o’clock a.m. we 
heard the Indians moving toward 
the Northeast, and at day break 
none were to be seen; only at ll 


o’clock we observed 13 of them§ 


who upon seeing us withdrew sud. 


denly. Subsequently, in order to} 


intimidate them and show them 
that there were still men ready 
for a fight, we hoisted a flag ona 
long pole as a sign of war, and 
for eight days we kept up a fire 
in daytime in order to attract the 
attention of any friendly Coman- 
ches who might be in the neigh- 
borhood and thus procure some 
animals for the transportation of 
our wounded and camp property. 

We judged the Caddos who had 
joined the Tahauacnos (who were 
124 strong) to be about 30 or 40 
in number, and we are very sure 
that they were Caddos, because 
Mr. Wallace, one of our Company, 
saw and killed one of them, whom 
he knew quite well a long time ago 
and with whom had even traded. 

On the evening of the 29th, the 
wounded being somewhat _re- 
lieved, we took up our march for 
Bexar, and on striking the Peder- 
nales we saw the trail of a large 
band of Tahuacanos and noticed 
several others between that creek 
and the Guadalupe which seemed 
to bear toward a smoke down the 
Pedernales. Upon seeing these 
different trails, we took a more 
westerly course, and after having 
crossed the Guadalupe we saw no 
more signs of Indians, and we 
arrived here on the night of the 
6th inst. 

My only loss during the battle 
was the death of the foreman of 
my mechanics, Mr. Thomas Mc- 
Caslin, from a bullet which en- 
tered below the breast and went 
through the loin; he was one of 
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the most efficient men during the 
battle. Also, I had three men 
wounded, five animals killed and 
several wounded. We could make 
no estimate of the loss of the en- 
emy, but we kept up a continual 
fring during the day and always 
had some men to aim at and no 
obstacles to prevent the shots 
from taking effect. We saw twen- 
tv-one men fall dead, and among 
them seven were on horseback and 
seemed to act as chiefs; one of 
them was very conspicuous, with 
buffalo horns and other finery on 
his head, and I attribute to his 
death the discouragement of his 
men. 


I cannot do less than commend 
to your Lordship all those who 
accompanied me for their readi- 





ness in obeying and executing my 
orders with a spirit and firmness 
I have never before seen. Their 
names are as follows. 

Robert Armstrong 

Thomas McCaslin—killed 

Daniel Buchanan—wounded 

James Coryell—do 

Mateo Dias—do— 

Ciaphas K. Ham 

Jesse Wallace 

Senor Gonzales 

Charles.—(a boy) 

God and Liberty 
James Bowie 

Bexar, December 10th, 1831 





The original account of James Bowie’s 
fight with the Tahuacanos was written 
in Spanish. This translation is filed 
with the original in the Texas State 
Archives. 


-, aw om the State 


All interested adults 
and children in Amarillo 
were invited to tour the 
Mary E. Bivins Memorial Library May 
19, when an open house was held 
from 2 until 5 p.m. The open house 
was part of Know Your Library Month 
observance. Members of the staff were 
present in all rooms of the library to 
explain services and answer questions. 
Besides the library workers, members 
of the library board and The Friends 
of the Library were on hand to wel- 
come visitors. 


AMARILLO 


The Cleveland Ki- 
wanis Club gave the 
Charles O. Austin Li- 
brary a boost when the Woman’s Club 
of Cleveland submitted a plan to the 
Kiwanis Club to jointly spend more 
than $300 to renovate the Children’s 
Room of the library. Members voted 
to rebuild the room completely while 


CLEVELAND 


JUNE, 1957 


the members of the Womans’ 
voted to furnish it. 


Club 


The new $300,000 head- 
CONROE quarters of the Montgom- 

ery County Library opened 
its doors to the public in Conroe May 
4, with County Judge W. S. Weisinger 
delivering the dedicatory address. The 
new library, which offers the utmost 
in comfort, convenience and service, 
is one of the most modern and well- 
equipped of any county library in 
Texas. Services are offered to resi- 
dents of Montgomery County, and the 
bookmobile will continue to distribute 
books throughout the county. 


About 2,000 illus- 
CORPUS CHRISTI trated brochures 
on the facilities and 
needs of La Retama Public Library 
were distributed over the city in con- 
nection with the current membership 
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program of Friends of the Library. 
The folders were a joint project of the 
creative writing class of W. B. Ray 


High School. The Friends of the Li- 
brary group was organized last year 
to promote the interest and welfare 
of La Retama Public Library. 


The Morris County 
DAINGERFIELD Library is to be re- 

organized in the 
near future. The library will be 
switched to the Dewey Decimal Sys- 
tem, but it will remain open to the 
public during the process. 


Miss Joecile McDowell of 
DALLAS Waco has been appoitned 

to the librarian’s post of 
the Dallas County Library. Miss Mc- 
Dowell assumed her duties June 1. 
Mrs. Bess Ann Motley resigned the 
post May 1 to become director of the 
Texas Rural Library Service Program. 


The Electra Public Library, 
ELECTRA which has brought free 

entertainment and educa- 
tion from all over the world to resi- 
dents of the Electra area, observed its 
32nd year of business June 15. The 
library contains 13,000 volumes with 
a yearly circulation of about 19,000. 
When the library was established in 
1925 it had 400 books. Electra is one 
of two towns under 5,000 in the North 
Texas area to have its own library 
building. A neon sign over the front 
entrance in the form of a row of books, 
with the letters spelling out library 
on the backs, is believed to be a 
punique feature of the Electra Public 
Library. 


The city council voted 
LIBERTY considerable improvements 
to the library. In the proj- 
ect, a one-ton air conditioning unit 


will be installed, inside walls will be 
painted as well as outside trim, an 
awning will be placed over the back 
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door and a sign erected 
the library. 


in front of 


A gift of approximately 
LONGVIEW $150,000 for the cop. 

struction of an addition 
to Nicholson Memorial Library was 
announced by W. R. Nicholson of 
Longview. An architectural firm is jp 
the process of preparing preliminary 
sketches for the addition. The struc. 
ture will provide space for 75,000 to 
100,000 books. 


The members of the Me 
Allen Junior Service 
League voted to — give 
$4,000 made in their spring follies 
production to the McAllen Memorial 
Library. The donation of this money 
by the league will make possible an 
immediate beginning of much needed 
library expansion without any publi 
drives to solicit funds. It was consid- 
ered by the league membership that a 
capital donation to the library would 
reach many thousands of children and 
adults every year, making possible an 
enlarged education program within 
the community. 


McALLEN 


The Marlin Public Library 
Board voted against enlarg- 
ing building facilities but 
did vote for immediate air condition- 
ing of the building. The Board also 
dscussed the possibility of beginning 
a story hour for children during the 
summer months. 


MARLIN 


The Gibbs Memorial Library 


MEXIA _ Board decided to organize 4 
Friends of the Library group 
at their meeting in June. The grou) 


will be composed of local citizens it 
terested in volunteer work in_ broaé- 
ening the program of the library. The 
first project of the civic organization 
will be the summer story hour fo 
children at the local library. The 
board set up a memorial book fund 
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replacement of worn, out-of- 
date books and to buy memorial non- 
fiction books. A committee to collect 
local historical items and to keep an 
album of pictures of Limestone Coun- 
ty was appointed. 


At a meeting ofthe 
library committee, 
it was decided that 
bringing the library 
up to date, and making it more ap- 
pealing to more people would be to 
clear out a lot of the worthless ma- 
terial. A volunteer committee is 
screening the children’s books while 
another is going over the remainirs 
books. Ail books and magazines not 
usable will be discarded. Books which 
are desirable and are worth rebinding 
will be set aside for this treatment. 
As soon as this process is completed, 
the books are to be catalogued ard a 
filing cabinet organized. It is hoped 
that volunteers will help in a cleaning 
up program. Long range plans include 
using some paint about the shelves 
and furniture, and setting aside a 
reading room, where perhaps a story 
hour might be inaugurated in the 
summer. 


NACOGDOCHES 


the first step in 


An enlarged and partially 
remodeled Ector County 
Library was opened to the 
public May 11. With the addition of 
three rooms and a new kitchen, the 
library has been doubled in size. The 
main feature of the new addition is 
the reference room 50 by 100 feet 
which contains reference and non-fic- 
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tion books. 


A separate children’s de- 
partment and a staff room have also 
been added. 


The new $73,500 chil- 
SAN ANGELO dren’s wing of the Tom 

Green County Library 
was opened for the first time at 9 a.m., 
May 9. First floor of the two-story 
building includes a main reading room, 
children’s library and office. Upstairs 
there are an auditorium, a_ council 
meeting room and audio-visual room. 
Mrs. Sol Mayer of San Angelo donated 
$63,500 for construction of the unit, 
and the county added $10,000 to make 
possible the acceptance of the low bid 
on the work. The city furnished the 
new wing. 


A budget requested 
SAN ANTONIO for the year starting 

August 1 by the pub- 
lic library asks the city council to ap- 
prove an increase of more than one- 
third in expenditures but provides no 
additional funds for books. The li- 
brary is asking a total budget of $604,- 
157, an increase of $225,602 over the 
current budget. The major new item 
would be $65,000 for air conditioning 
of the main library. The budget also 
requested $15,000 for a second ele- 
vator and $4,500 for a book lift. A 
$13,600 request would provide for two 
new bookmobiles, one of which would 
replace one of the present bookmobile 
fleet. The budget asks for 17 addi- 
tional employee. The book budget is 
set at $70,000, same as most recent 
years. 
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